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a Pistellancous Knielitgence. — 
" THE PROOF OF OUR RELIGION. 


© Tle that is of God heareth God's words: ve therefore hear 
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4 them not, because ye are not of God.” —Joun vit. 47. 

oo: The Calvinistic Magazine contains an admirable 

' ra. . . . - . . 
his Poa Sermon on this subject by F. A. Ross, one of the Edi- 
‘3; am tors. We have room only forthe following extract 
si | @ trom the 
Cy ES 

IMPROVEMENT. 

= > Inference 1. Linfer from what has been said, 
. that wherever we find a wrong belief, there the 


heart is wrong. 
=f The notion is very common, that it matters 
not what a man believes, provided he has a 


good heart. And hence Atheists, and Idola- 
rT ters, and Mahomedans, and Deists, and every 
ib, sect that calls itself christian, are all looked up- 
12 f 9 ©2 in this comprehensive charity, as containing 
ib among their number many good men. But if 


it is the testimony of our hearts which alone 
enables us to believe in the meaning of God’s 
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words, it is plain that all the false notions upon 
the subject of Religion exist because the heart 
is wrong. Christ declares this in his awful de- 


claration to the Jews-——“ Ye therefore hear not 
Giod’s werds because ye are uot of God.” Let 


us then ask; 
Why does any man say there is no God? Is it 


because the evidence for the existence of God is 
not suficieut to satisfy unprejudiced reason ? or 
is reason in the Atheist a meaner faculty than in 
other wen? Ls he unable to see that proof which 
somany other men find without any difficulty ? 
No—the fault is not in his understanding. Itis in 
his heart. The Lord himself declares this. * The 


tool hath said in his heart there is no God.’ 
Avgain—why does idolatry exist among men? 
Is it impossible fur those who worship the crea- 
ture to obtain knowledge of the Creator? Has 
God so slirouded reason in darkness, by the dis- 
pensation of his Providence, that man is com- 
pelled to believe the stone which his own bands 
have shaped into an image of himself, is wor- 
thy of his worship? No—man has not been 
placed in circumstances which renders his ig- 
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norance of God unavoidable. The Apostle 
Paul, in speaking of the heathen, says, “ The 
invisible things of God are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse.” He then tells us why 
men made themselves idolaters—* Because that 
when they knew God they giorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain 
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise 
they became fools, and changed the glory of the 
uncorruptible God into an image like to corrup- 
tible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts 
and creeping things.” “ And even as they did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind.” 
Again— Why do some who profess to believe 
the Bible, deny the Divinity of Jesus Christ? 
Many persons who believe the doctrine of the 
Trinity, are disposed to consider Unitarians 
good men. But the argument of my text is as 
strong in the case of the Unitarian as in any 
other—* Ye therefore hear not God’s word be- 
cause ye are not of God.” You will now, per- 
haps, ask me—Do all who reject any doctrine 
of the Bible, possess wrong hearts? I answer 
—He who rejects a doctrine which is not a fun- 
damental truth of the gospel, may have a right 
heart in relation to other doctrines which are 
essential to salvation. ‘Thus a man may deny 
Predestination and yet possess a right heart in 
view of the doctrines of the Trinity—the Atone- 
ment, and Regeneration. But what our text 
implies is this; that a man cannot possess a cor- 
rect heart, or be “of God,” in view of that word 
of God which he denies to be true. And also, 
that there are some words of God which can- 
not be denied without proving that he who de- 
nies them has no religion. He who denies the 
doctrine of the Divinity of Christ is that man. 
The words which the Jews denied, and so pro- 
ved themselves without religion, were those in 
which Jesus claimed to be one with the Father. 
And the words which the Unitarian denies, and 
so exhibits himself to be without religion, are 
the same rejected by the Jews, even the claim 
of Jesus to be the Eternal ‘lam.’ Before I of- 
fer a passage or two on this subject from the 
Scriptures, I must say; it is, to my mind, im- 
possible that any thing else than a wrong state 
of the heart can be in the way of him who de- 
nies the Divinity of Christ; because, this doc- 
trine implies in it all those truths so humbling, 
and so fearful to the human heart. When we 
acknowledge Jesus as the God-man Mediator, 
it is to confess ourselves ruined by sin, and ex- 
posed to endless misery, as our just punishment, 
unless we are saved, in mere mercy, through 
the sacrifice on Calvary. These are the doc- 
trines which the heart will shun ifitcan. They 
are gall and wormwood to the pride of the soul, 
and mau labors to prove them false. When he 
dares not attempt to rid himself of them by re- 
jecting the Bible, he endeavors to destroy them 
y denying the Divinity of Christ. This lays 
the axe at the root of them all. Prove that 
Christ was not God, and the gospel, with all its 
terrors to the sinner, and all its glories to the 
believer, is gone. This is easily shown. For. 


the man who does not beliove the Deity of! 
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Christ, will, if he is consistent, (as he generally 
comes to be), always deny the atonement, fy; 
this plain and obvious reason; that a mere crea. 
ture, such as he considers Christ to have bee, 
could not have made satisfaction for the sins y; 
others. The Unitarian then rejects the doeryiy, 
of total depravity, upon the ground that if me, 
are totally depraved, and there is no atonemen, 
he must consign them to ruin, The denial os 
the doctrine of the new heart follows nex. 
since, if the natura! character of men is not de. 
praved, a change of heart is not necessary 
And lastly, the doctrine of future punishmen 
is banished, with the rest, fromthe book of God 
for as all men, according to this scheme, exhibjr 
through life more virtue than vice, God cannot, 
in consistency with his goodness, impose upoy, 
such men the torments of eternal, if any, future 
punishment. When these doctrines are swep, 
away, let me ask, what wider swing can the 
heart desire? Is there a single doctrine left jy 
the Bible to disturb the life of the worst may 
among us? 

But to show the fairness of my inference, | 
will give you the testimony of Gud to the very 
point before us. In 1. John iv. 2, 3, God gives 
us the test by which we are to try the Religion 
of every man. “Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is of God. And ey. 
ery spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Chris: 
is come in the flesh, is not of God.” 

To confess Jesus—to believe on him as the 
Christ—as the Son of God—and to know him— 
are expressions in the Scriptures which mean 
the acknowledgment of Jesus as the Mediator 
—as God manifest in the flesh. Hence John in 
the conclusion of his first Epistle says, “ Ani 
we know that the son of God is come, and hat}; 
given us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God, and eternal life.” It isimpossible, I think, 
to find language to convey to the human mind, 
more fully than is here declared, the fact, that 
Jesus Christ is God, and the fact, that he who 
will not confess him to be God, has no religioi. 

Inference 2. From the subject which has 
been considered, we may see the error of those 
who rest their salvation upon a speculative 
faith. If the affections of the heart must be 
manifested in love to God, before we can be- 
lieve unto righteousness in the doctrines of the 
gospel—and if that class of men who say no 
matter what a tan believes, provided his life is 
upright, have been shewn to be in a dangerous 
delusion; then those persons who have only 
that faith which arises from a speculative assent 
to the mere facts that are revealed, are in astate 
equally dangerous. They have a dead faith and 
must perish. There are not many in this day 
who openly avow this antinomian, creed, bui 
there are too many who lean towards it in sen- 
timent, and manifest it in their lives. Alas! this 


sentiment exists in the heart under many shapes. 
How many who bear the name of Christian, do 
not live, in a tolerable degree, up to their pro- 
fession, and yet appear to feel confident in the 
hope of an acceptance with God! They violate 





the plainest duties habitually. They deviate 
from the truth. They take pleasure in listening 
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to, and telling again, uncharitable things, even 
upon their brethren in the church. They are 
unjust, and overreach in their dealings. They 
are contentious, and go to law without just 
cause, They delight in gratifying revengeful 
feelings. They give way to habits of intemper- 
ance. Now I must admit thatthe most upright 
man has to confess himself guilty but too often 
of some of these sins; but when any of them 
are habitual, we are led to ask—why is it so ? 
Do these people read their Bibles? Yes. But 
they do not “hear God’s words.” They have 
given the assent of their heads to certain doc- 
trines, the meaning of which has never reached 
their hearts, and when their sinful lives are 
brought before them in the reproor of a friend, 
or rise up in the monitions of conscience, they 
find consolation by running over in their mem- 
ories these doctrines. How often do they in- 
sult the Saviour, saying—‘ We have faith in Je- 
sus; he has borne our sins in his own body on 
the tree.’ Now the delusion is in this. These 
men repeat words which are true, but they 
know not their meaning. God assures us “it 
is witk the heart man believeth unto rignteous- 
ness.” Hence they who have faith in Jesus, 
will shew a heart resembling the mind that 
was in Jesus—* Faith works by love,” and 
“love is the fulfilling ef the law.” Those pro- 
fessors of religion, then, who talk of their faith. 
and do not act out the obedience of the gospel, 
are practical antinomians. They have that 
faith which James tells them, cannot save them. 
And how awful would be their condition shoul: 
the insulted Saviour say to them, “ according to 
your faith be it unto you.” 

This deceitful sentiment hides itself under the 
disguise of what is called Christian experience 
inconversion. All who have met with a change 
of heart are sensible of a great alteration in 
their affections and views. But others are de- 
luded, and mistake the workings of natural 
feelings for the influences of the Spirit of God. 
These feelings soon pass away. Yet they are 
remembered, and when the subjects of them 
begin to shew an utter want of gospel obedi- 
ence, they find consolation from their guilty 
consciences by bringing up to their recollections 
those emotions which constituted their imagin- 
ary experience of achange. ‘Tell them of their 
present total oy ater from the Christian char- 
acter, and perhaps they may admit in words 
their imperfections and natural weaknesses, but 
in the secret thoughts of their hearts they wiil 
go back to the time of their supposed change 
of nature, and there they entrench themselves 
and fasten their hope. Wretched hope! But 
alas, it is bright enough to dazzle thousands un- 
til the judgment day. Then their eyes will be 
opened to the awful fact that the light which 
— had cherished within them was darkness. 

gain—when persons who have given hope- 
ful proof of regeneration, go astray, they oo of- 
ten abandon the examination of their present 
character, and cherish a hope in looking upon 
their first iove. This is a dangerous attempt to 
silence conscience. The enquiry ought to be, 
Do we know that we “ are of God” because we 
hear God’s word now? Do we know that we 
are born of God because we love the brethren 
now, and are habitually performing the duties 
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which the gospel requires of us? These are 
questions we should ask ourselves most jeal- 
ously every day; and when we cannot obtain 
satisfactory answers to them, we ought to sus- 
pect the reality of our first experience. We 
know from the word of God, that Christians 
may fall into a state of sin and great darkness ; 
but this is no encouragement to the backslider 
to continue in his backslidings. While a pro- 
fessor of religion is in that state of sin and dark- 
ness, he has no right to think he ever was the 
friend of God. If he begins to take the conso- 
lation afforded by the cases of backsliding, re- 
corded in the scriptures, before he repents and 
shews a life of new obedience, it is strong proof 
he is yet in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity. But when he feels his guilt and 
loathes and abominates himself for his sins and 
his iniquities, and manifests the fruits of repent- 
ance, then, and not till then, we = pe his case 
may be numbered with those of David and Peter. 

I have thus endeavored to shew you, my 
brethren, what is implied in the phrase of our 
text, “heareth God’s words”—why, hearing 
God's words is the proof we are “of God,” or 
his spiritual children. And I have cautioned 
you against two false and dangerous opinions : 
the one that a man may believe any thing auwi 
yet be upright in heart; the other that he may 
do any thing and yet have a safe hope in his 
faith; and I have brought before you several 
evil consequences resulting from the secret in- 
fluence of the latter erroneous notion. 

I hope each of you will now seriously and 
praverfully ask yourself the following questions 
-—-Do I understand and believe with my heart 
the doctrines of the Bible? Do I obey the pre- 
cepts founded upon them? Do I keep continu- 
alfy before me the great doctrine, that God eo 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life? Does it fill 
my soul with love? Is that love warmed by 
daily acts of obedicnce to the commandments 
of Jesus ? Is my fruit known to others as well 
as myself, by my living above the world, by my 
laying up treasure in heaven, by my manifest- 
ing a heavenly conversation ? And is my soul 
full of large desires to see this blessed Jesus, 
that I may tell him, face to face, the story of 
my love, and gratitude, and joy? But is there 
one before me who says he does not believe the 
Bible to be the Word of God? I then beseech 
you, sir, “search the Scriptures.” I declare to 
you they are the words of eternal life—for the 
testify of Jesus, the Lamb of God who taket 
away the sin of the world. Is there another 
who tells me he acknowledges all the facts of 
the Bible, but that his heart 1s hard, and he has 
not felt their meaning? O sir, you are unwill- 
ing to come to God. Hear his word—*Son, 
give me thy heart.” This is God’s condition of 
mercy. This you can do. I pray you, then, 
surrender your soul into the hands of Jesus, 
and your sins shall be all forgiven, and God 
will sanctify you, and prepare you for eternal 
blessedness. 


UTILITY OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 


“In the village of there lived an op- 
ulent and worldly family, consisting of a ger: 
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tleman, a lady, anda large household of chil- 
dren ; the mother of the lady also residing with 
them, who had for some years been confined to 
her bed. Her pains were so severe, that she 
seldom or never slept beyond one o’clock in the 
morning. Having previously lived a life of gai- 
ety, she found that when the days of darkness 
drew on, she had no inward resource of com- 
fort. Her family and friends tried to cheer her 
in the day time by vain conversation and flat- 
tery; and in the night she had recurrence to 
a plan of her own, which wasto have a safe 
lamp on her bed, and a constant supply of nov- 
els. Her daughter, who was anxious that all 
her wishes should be gratified, sent far and 
near to procure every publication of this kind 
which could be procured ; but so quickly were 
they perused, that several of them had a sec- 
ond and third reading. One morning, a little 
grand-daughter ran into the room to inquire af- 
ter her health; and when she said, ‘I have 
been very ill all night, and whatis worse, I have 
had no new books,’ 

**Q,’ said the child, ‘how I wish, grand- 
mamma, that you would read a pretty little 
book I had given me the other day! ‘ Bring 
it, my dear,’ wasthe reply. The child imme- 
Avately gave her grandmamma a Tract. In the 
course of the morning, the old lady wished she 
could get some more, when her daughter told 
her that some new novels were coming down 
that evening. The mother answered, ‘I want 
those little books—cannot you send to Mr. or 
Mrs. ———,, for I dare say they have some of 
them.’ Now, it so happened that the Traets, 
and the persons referred to, were despised by 

, for they had lately cut connexion, as it 
is termed, with the gay parties who were ac- 
customed to assemble in the neighbourhood*— 
The sufferings and requests, however, of the 
old lady, prevailed over the prejudices. of the 
young one; and at length a note was written, 
in which it was intimated that her dear moth- 
er’s complaint had so enfeebled her mind, that 
she was only pleased with children’s books; but 
that if the parties had any, the loan would 
oblige. The parcel was sent. The old lady 
continued to read them. The novels soon after 
arrived, but were returned without having been 
inspected ; and some time after she told her 
daughter, that she never wished to see another 
in her room—that she had discovered what bad 
given her happiness even in her affliction—that 
formerly she could not bear to be alone, but 
that now she loved to be by herself, to enjoy her 
meditations inthe wakeful hours of night—and 
that she would be obliged if her relatives and 
friends would but read those pieces for them- 
selves. She soon became anxious to read 
the Bible, displayed a growing faith and exem- 
plary patience during the remainder of her long 
illness, and at last died in the faith and joyful 
hope of the Gospel of Christ. 

“The daughter who had been powerfully 
struck with the change in her mother, and 
whose heart was softened by the bereavment 
she sustained, as well as by aremembrance of | 
many things said by her beloved relative before 
her departure, in process of time embraced and 
professed the truth as it isin Jesus: at length 


Extract from Rev, Legh Richmand’s Jourual.—Important Inquiries. 





[Tax, 


| preaching of the Gospel; and several of jts 
members are now actively engaged in conduc. 
ting others to the fountain of life and hapjj. 
ness.” 

“Twas most powerfully impressed by this 
i simple detail; and as [know you are intereste, 
in the operations of the Tract Society, I though; 
I would convey it to you, that you might thank 
God and take courage.” 


EXTRACT FROM REV. LEGI RICH. 
MOND’S JOURNAL. 


On a@ Visit to the Isle of Wight. 


September 4th, 1818. Explored foriner scenes 
with much interest. Many associations during 
this excursion. Lord, sanctify them! . 

5th. A day much to be remembered. Aftey 
breakfast, went with, Mr. B. to distribute Tracts. 
according to promise, at Bembridge. The most 
affecting and affectionate scene ever witness. 
ed. Such meetings, welcomes, congratuls. 
tions, smiles, tears, salutations, from some hun- 
dred persons—inen, women, and children! [t 
is indelibly impressed upon my mind, and beg. 


gars all description. 
Had many proofs of past usefulnes. God 
bless this day to me and many! On return- 


ing home found a delightful letter from my dear 
wife, about the Isle of Wight: God bless and 
preserve her. Dined at six with a Christian 
party. Expounded 23rd Psalm. Oh! thar 
this day may be remembered for good! 

Gih. Visited Robert W.and Mrs. A. Had 
much useful conversation about the Dairyman’s 
daughter. She gave me a lock of her hair.— 
We went to Arreton church and visited he: 
grave. 

12th. A day to be much remembered.— 
On this day, twenty-five years since, I first 
read Mr. Wilberforce’s book on Christianity, in 
my little study in the vicarage house at Brad- 
ing; and thence and then received my first se- 
rious, and T hope saving impressions. 

A memorial stone was this day put up over 
the grave of little Jane, the young cottager,— 
my first convert and seal in Brading. Multi- 
tudes attended—old and young —from all the 
vicinity. Her parents bent, weeping, over tle 
grave. What did I feel! We then adjourned 
to the cottage where she lived and died, and I 
distributed a number of “ Youne Corracer” 
Tracts to the inhabitants and neighbourhood, 
who came in throngs to receive them. A truly 
affecting scene ! 

18th. A stone was this day put up for the 
Dairyman’s daughter, in Arreton church-yard. 


“ Post tot naufragia tutus.” 
“To God be all the praise.” 


(After preaching several times to large con- 
gregations, he took an affectionate farewell 
of his numerous friegds in the Isle of Wight.) 


IMPORTANT INQUIRIES. 


__ It is particularly requested, that the following 
inquiries May attract the attention of some one 
in every port in the country, whether maritime 
or inland. The answers will enable us to give 








fhe whole family were induced to attend on the 


a precise and full account of the work to which 
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the American Seamen’s I'viend Society is de-| her father felt easy in being unconnected with 


voted. 

1. What is the number of vessels of all des- 
criptions belonging to your place ? 

9. The number of sailors, the number of! 
hoatmen, the number of fisherinen, the num- | 
ber of other persons habitually employed along | 
shore ? 

3. What is the general condition of all these 
several classes, as respects comfort, respecta- 


4. What are their religious privileges? Is 
any thing done ep for them as a class of 

ople by themselves? If so, what? 

5. Have you a Marine Bible Society ?- When! 
was it organized? What has it done? Is it 
Are the annual meet- 
ings regularly celebrated, with reports, a !dres- 
ses, &c., and attended with interest by the peo- 

ile ? 

6. Has your Tract Society a special commit- 
tee, Or any other special provision for supply- 
ing seamen and boatmen with religious Tracts ? 
Cannot more be done in this way ? 

7. Have you a Bethel flag hoisted for pray- 
er meetings, among seamen and boatmen? If 
so, with what success? If not, why not ? 

& Have you a missionary or minister devot- 
edtothis Work? If so, who is he, and what is 
he, and what the effect of bis labors? If not, 





this neglected class of our fellow-mortals to jus- 
tify the employment of a minister ? 
9, What is the state of the boarding-houses, 


sons? Arethere any which are orderly and 
kept by persons of good character ? 

10. What is the state of the temperance ques 
tion among them? A-e'lere any individuals, or- 
ships, or boats, that stand on the ground of to- 
tal abstinence ? 

11. Have you a Seamen’s or Rivermen’s 
Friend Society, to superintend all these in- 
lerests? If so, who are the officers, what the 
history, how great the efficiency, what the 
plans and hopes and what the wants, of such 
Society? If not, cannot a Society be formed, 
of males, or females, or both, auxiliary to the 
American Feamers Friend Society? (For the 
form of a Constitution, see Sailor's Magazine, 


12, What other information can yeu give, not 
e.ubraced in the foregoing inquiries, concerning 
the social and moral state or interests of the 
many thousands who live by navigating our ex- 
ternal and internal waters ? or what suggestions 
or assistance can you offer, to a Society which 
is formed with the benevolent design of doing 
good to them all ?—Satlor’s Mag. 


A STRUGGLE IN DEATIL 
[ Furnished by a Clergyman. for the Pastor's Journal. } 


The subject of the following memoir was a 
young lady, in the western part of Virginia; 
who, for several years, had been a bright ex- 
ample of Christian piety, while surrounded with 
a numerous family of thoughtless brothers and 
sisters. Her parents wese disposed to speak 
well of religion ; but while her mother had, 
late in life, professed to be on the Lord’s side, 








the church. The situation of the family seem- 
ed to be an important reason, why this amiable 
youth should wish to live for the advantage of 
those whoin she loved as her own soul. But an 
affection of the lungs was praying on ler vi- 
tals, and hurried her early to her heavenly 
somme. 

As I lived in the neighborhood, I often went 
to visit her relative to the exercises and state of 
her mind. Her feelings were heavenly, and 
strongly marked a soul in full march to a heav- 
enly country. Yet she complained that she did 
not feel her confidence as strong, nor ber hopes 
as lively as she had often felt them, in the ear- 
ly part of her Christian life. She could not 
dare to doubt but the Friend of sinners had 
loosed the bonds of sin from her heart, and 
bound her with the cords of His Divine love; 
that she could call him ber portion—precious 
and altogether lovely. But still she felt, an 
absence of the love she once felt, and her heart 
was deeply pained on account of it. 

Only some of the occurrences of the last eve-, 
ning of her life are intended to be noted here. 
She had sent for me to visit her as speedily as I 
could, sensible that her end was just at hand. 
When I reached her, I found her overwhelm- 
ee in darkness and almost sunk in despair.— 
“O,” said she, grasping my hand with the 
strength of adeath-pang, “I am a lost soul, a 
self-deceived soul.” Tenquired why she would 
draw such conclusions ? Shereplied: “When 
I first engaged in the Lord’s service, if I ever 
did, I felt such a Joy and peace in my heart, 
as I had never felt on earth before. I could 
lean on the promises*of Jesus Christ, and re- 
joice, as I then thought, to be entirely disposed 
of by Him; and whether I stayed on earth, or 
laid me down in the grave, was alike, just as 
my heavenly Friend would please. But, O, 
how changed—how changed my condition 
now!” Here a flood of tears came to her re- 
licf for a moment. 

When she was a little composed, I suggest- 
ed to her that this life was the place of conflict, 
that the Lord never intended to give, to any of 
his people, a full discharge from the warfare 
on this side the grave, and that, while the Lord 
dealt thus with her, it was a good evidence 
that He dealt with her as with a dear child.— 
Remembering that, “whom the Lord loveth, 
Ife chasteneth,” &c. She answered: “ My case 
is peculiar. J fear that Ihave acted so faithless 
a part, that I must have been a deceived soul 
allaleng. I was the only professor in this 
farnily, for years; and when | felt my mind 
clouded and my comforts languishing, 1 was 
unwilling the family should see, in me, any 
thing that would induce them to think religion 
nncomfortable. I strove to hide every thing 
from them. I had been backward to talk to 
them aboutthe comforts of religion ; and I bad 
no heart tointimate that Thad any fears. Now, 
in this unhappy frame, Tmust die! O, how can 
I die, iv thisdreadful stete of darkness? My 
heart sinks within, when I feel Lam dying, 
in such a hopeless condition. Put what lies 
heaviest of all, on my heart, is that Drust 
before my father, my brothers and sisters, such 
a sample of deathbed cxercises, in one who 
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518 Awful hard) 
had so long been a professor of religion! Must 
they stumble over my wretched unchristian 
darkness and deadness, and be forever lost ?” 

Here the struggle seemed as though it would 
overpower nature altogether. After prayer, 
when she could again speak, she said : “I have 

rieved the Holy Spirit, and now I feel none of 

is comforts.—I have been ashamed of Jesus, 
my best friend, and He seems to have left me— 
how can I die in this situation?” Irepeated the 
promise toher: “I will never leave thee. When 
thou passeth through the water, I will be with 
thee ; neither shall the floods overflow thee— 

trust jn the Lord forever.” She said: “O, 
could I call Him mine, as I once could do— 

could J but fee} his promised grace, my support, 

I would rejoice to meet death, nor fear the cold 

messenger of my Heavenly Father. Jesus, thou 

son of David, have mercy on me.” I endeay- 
ored to point her to the fullness and suitableness 
of the provisions of the Gospel, repeating the 
gracious language of the prophet: “Who is 
there among you, that feareth the Lord—that 
walketh in darkness and hath no light ? let him 
trust in the Lord, and stay upon his God.”— 

That God would bruise Satan under her feet, 

and support her with his rod and staff, while 

she walked through the valley of the shadow of 
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company with a Christian brother, to visit , 
dying man in this city. 

The request was from a pious female, wh, 
told us he was an intimate acquaintance of hey 
husband, and that he had for years Been a pro. 
fessed Universalist and a violent opposer to ey- 
ery thing like vital religion; though the son of 
a pious mother, who had but a few months 
since rested from her labors. 

It was at the close of the afternoon service 
that we accompanied her to the house, and were 
introdueed to the wife of the sick man, who was 
told our errand. She went to to the room where 
he lay, and returned with his decided refusal to 
see us. While standing in suspense, two gen- 
tlemen came in, one of whom seemed to be ay 
acquaintance, and the other a pious friend, 
They entered the room, and we followed them. 
A man, perhaps near 50 years of age, wasted 
to a skeleton, lay supported in his bed, and eyi- 
dently near the gates of death. One of the 
gentlemen standing by his bed-side, among othi- 
er remarks, told him of the necessity of being 
ready for his change, and of the willingness of 
Christ to receive a penitent sinner, even at the 
eleventh hour. He seemed perféetly sensible, 
but made little or no reply. He was then ad- 
dressed on the solemnity of the change whic): 


iess of heart. 


death, 

ler mind now seemed somewhat compose 
as her bodily strength was exhausted. I again 
prayed with her, and retired to another apart- 
ment—having bidden her, as I thought, a last 
farewell, till we should meet beyond the grave. 

About an hour and a half after, one of the 
family called me to return, alleging she was 
near departing, but wished to see ine. As I 
entered her chamber, she beckoned with he: 
hand to me, while more than mortal sweetness 
satin her countenance. “O,” said she, as I 
took her by the hand, “my loved friend, the 
struggle is all over. Iam now ready to go. I 
can go rejoicing through all these clouds and 
darkness, with Jesus as my companion. Yes. 
lean lay me down at his feet, and venture all 
in hishand. Deathhaslost allhisterrors. Yes, 
I do feel that lam now ready to go.” 

She afterwards called for her father, and 
kissed him with the cold lip of death; and said: 
“Father, I was afraid you would know what 
awful darkness hung over my soul; but } am 
glad I am able to tell you, my sorrows are gone, 
and I feel that Jesus is my portion. [I am not 
afraid to die. Oh, father weep not for me; but 
prepare to meet mein Heaven.” With a heav- 
enly calm, she shook hands with all in the room, 
while yet standing between the gate-posts of 
death, and bid them farewell. In about a half 
hour afterwards, she sweetly slept her life away, 
as on the bosom of her Heavenly Friend. “Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let iny 
last end be like his.” Her death seemed to be 
the oecasion of several of the family becoming 
awake to their immortal interests, who have 
since made a profession of religion, devoting 
themselves to the Lord. 





From the New-York Observer. 
AWFUL HARDNESS OF HEAPT. 


Two Sabbaths since, | was requested, in 








was soon to jntroduce him to the presence of 
God. He replied that he was so weak that he 
could not talk with us an this subject now. My 
brother asked him if he did not, at this trying 
moment, desire an interest in the atonement of 
Christ? He immediately replied, “No.” Do 
you not wish to bave your soul washed in his 
precious blood? Ina tone of anger he again 
replied, “No.” He was then reminded that he 
must soon meet God, and know for himself the 
solemn truth that the sinner must be born again 
or fail of heaven. “Go then to your God,” 
said he, with much excitement, “and not be 
bothering me about him.” We were all shock- 
ed, and said no more, but soon left the room 
and the house. The next morning I called, and 
he was in eternity! About 2 o’clock he had 
closed his career on earth, and almost his last 
words were those above recorded. P. 





Spraitvat Minpepness.—It is said of the 
late Andrew Fuller, that when a ministering 
brother was showing him, from a steeple, the 
heanties of a certain English city, he turned 
his eyes from the architectural monuments be- 
fore him, and said,—* Brother C , there 
are several points in the doctrine of justifica- 
tion, not yet satisfactorily settled !’—What a 
striking similarity is here seen in Mr. Fuller’s 
spirit, to that of our Lord, when on a certain 
occasion his disciples desired him to observe 
the magnificence and beauty of the temple, 
adorned as it was with goodly stones and gifts. 
He immediately turned off their attention from 
all this external splendor, to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which was at hand, by observing,— 
* As for these things which ye behold, the days 
will come, in the which there shall not be left 
one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down.” Tlow greatly important is the 
cultivation of that heavenly mindedness, ot 





which these are such striking examples !—Chr. 
Watchman, 
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Youths Department, 











“ Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowledge : 


«“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.”’ 


We 


it is thinking makes what we read ours. 


are of the ruminating kind, and it is not enough to cram ourselves with a great load of collections ; unless we chew 
them over again, they will not give us strength and nourishment.”’—Locke. 











TOMB OF RACHEL. 
[See Plate.] 


From the convent of St. Elias, we descended 
into the valley of Rephaim, mentioned by Jose- 
phus, and celebrated as the theatre of David's 
victories over the Philistines. Like all the coun- 
iry about Jerusalem, it is stony, and scantily 
turnished with patches of light red soil. In the 
way, on the right, at a little distance from the 
road, is shewn the reputed tomb of Rachel, 
which we turned off to euter. This may be 
pear the spot of Rachel’s interment, as it is not 
far from Ephrath, and may correspond well e- 
nough with the place assigned for her sepulchre 
by Moses, who says, in describing her death in 
child-birth of Benjamin, “ And Rachel died and 
was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is 
Bethlehem. And Jacob set a pillar upon her 
grave, that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave unto 
this day.’—Gen. xxxv. 19, 20. Instead of a pil- 
jar, the spot is now covered by a Mohammedan 
building, resembling in its exterior the tombs of 
saints and sheikhs in Arabia and Egypt, being 
small, square, and surinounted by a dome. We 
entered it on the south side, by an aperture, 
through which it was difficult to crawl, as it 
has no dvor-way, and found on the inside a 
square mass of masonry in the centre, built up 
from the floor nearly to the roof, and of such a 
size as to leave barely a narrow passage for 
walking around it. It is plastered with white 
stucco on the outer surface, and is sufficiently 
large and high to enclose within it any ancient 
pillar that might have been found on the grave 
of Rachel. This central mass is certainly dif- 
ferent from any thing that I have ever observed 
in Arabian tombs; and it struck me on the spot 
as by no means improbable, that its intention 
might have originally been, to enclose either a 
pillar, or fragment of one, which tradition had 
pointed out as the pillar of Rachel’s grave ; and 
that as the place is held in equal veneration by 
Jews, by Christians, and by Mohammedans,— 
the last as lords of the country, might have sub- 
sequently built the present structure over it in 
their own style, and plastered the high square 
pillar within. Around the interior face of the 
walls, is an arched recess on each side, and ov- 
er every part of the stucco are written and en- 
graved a profusion of names in Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Romish characters.— Buckingham. 


NEW YEAR’S DAY. 
Dialogue between Albert and Edmund. 


“The day has been considered as an image of the 
year, and a vear as a representation of life ; the morning 
answers to the spring, and the spring to childhood and 
youth ; the noon corresponds to the summer, and the sam- 
mer to the strength of manhood ; the erening 15 an em- 








!too much so for your are, and #0 rer 
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blem of autumn, and autumn of declining life ; the night 
shows the winter, and the winter the end of life: thus 
time goes on, and so does our life, and yet so little do we 
see the effects of time, that we are continually surprised 
at the alteration it makes.” 


Albert—(entering the parlor)—Good morning, 
Edmund, 1 come early before you go to the 
office, to express my earnest desires for your 
prosperity, and to wish you a happy new year. 

Edmund—(ertending his hand)—The same to 
you, my dear Albert, and I hope this will be the 
happiest year you ever spent! 

9. This year! why so much emphasis on 
the word this? 

E. Because I trust that it will be marked by 
your seeking diligently, and perseveringly, that 
best of all blessings, a new heart and a right 
spirit. 

4. 1 know you wish me well, and, according 
to your ideas, I believe you think I cannot be 
happy without I become a different character ; 
but I make allowance for your very peculiar 
sentiments on the subject of religion. 

E. Peculiar [ grant they are, if compared 
with the views of many, but I trust they are 
agreeable to the word of God. 

4. I wish every one to enjoy his own opin- 
ion on religious subjects ; for I agree with you, 
that in matters of conscience, we ought to be 
left perfectly free am! unbiassed. ‘There are, 
thank God, inore ways than one to the kingdom 
of Heaven, and if we follow our own way of 
serving God, sincerely, we shall all do well atlast. 

E. My dear Albert! It grieves me to think 
that you have imbibed principles like these: 
principles repugnant to truth, and altogether 
hostile to the language of Scripture, 

4. Hostile to Seripture ! 

E. Certainly ; for the language of the sacred 
volume is clear and definite. It represents one 
Saviour, ove Spirit, one way by which Heaven 
is to be obtained. Jesus Christ says, “ lam the 
way, the truth, and the life, and no man com- 
eth unto the Fatruen, but by Me.” John, xiv. 6. 
“If any man have not the Spiraivr of Christ, he 
is none of his.” 

1. If you mean this, I most cordially agree 
with you, these are my principles—— 

E. But there is much implied in them, and 
it is in the application of these principles that 
we differ ; for in this the influence of religion is 
discovered. 

1. Influence! This is aterm I do not exact- 
ly comprehend. 

E. That is very extraordinary, my dear 
same 


friend! and vet you and [ attend the 
place of worship, and hear the same elerg yiman 
every Lord’s day! 

4. That is true; but you ere so rm 
tecartye ular, 
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that you scarcely allow any amusement or re- 
creation to be lawful. I often think you carry 
things too far. 

E. The Bible is on my side, and if I could 
have your attention, I think I should be able to 
prove that my principles and practice are not 
extravagant; that my conduct is not more par- 
ticular than the gospel commands, and that the 
amusements which you advocate are incompat- 
ible with the Christian character. 

A. These are bold assertions, indeed, espe- 
cially the last of them. 

E. Wave you ever considered the subject of 
conversion ? 

A—(smiling )—Conversion! Ob! Edmund, I 
really wish you would not use such expressions. 
I often hear of “ the converted,” and my brother 
clerks have so ridiculed me about this word, 
that I am really ashamed and confounded. 

E. Ridicule is not the test of truth. It isa 
subterfuge for the profligate and the ignorant ; 
but no term in religion can be more appropri- 
ate and expressive than that in question. 

A. Why, people in general associate with 
“conversion” a long melancholy demure face, 
singing and praying the live-long day, and ha- 
tred of every thing like cheerfulness and joy. 


January, 





[Jay, 


A. Many thanks, my dear friend, for yon, 
remarks, You have removed one great objec. 
tion, which has long dwelt on my mind. You 
will acknowledge, however, that lL am yet very 
young, and it certainly is not necessary for ine 
to be so much in haste, in devoting myself t, 
religion, as those who are older, 

LE. lo haste! I could reply to. you in the 
aweet but simple strains of the much admired 
Watts, 

* Why should you say ‘tis yet too scan 

To hear of heaven or think of death ? 

A flower may fade before ‘tis noon, 

And you this day may lose your breath !’’ 
Granted that you are young, yet remember how 
many are snatched away inearly years. Think, 
my beloved Albert, how awful it is to die in an 
unprepared state, but on the contrary, how 
blessed is their situation who are always ready, 
Their life is a constant scene of true enjoyment ; 
they have pleasures which wiil not fade ; pleas. 
ures that will not be followed by any regrets; 
pleasures which are only begun here, but which 
will be continued and perfected in futurity, 
Religion will point you to an asylum when tle 
tear bedews your cheek, and care sits beavy on 
your mind, It will be your guide in the laby- 








E. Such an association is altogether unnat- 
ural, for in truth, real conversion produces 
cheerfulness and joy. The word signifies a 
turning displayed iv a change of character and 
conduct, ~ be by the Holy Spirit, through 
various means, such as reading, hearing, medit- 
ation, and sometimes by providential dispensa- 
tions, which are rendered subservient in con- 
vincing the sinner of his guilt, and his need of 
pardon, through the divinely appointed Saviour, 
who shed his precious biood to redeem from 
sin and misery, al} who truly repent and believe 
in Him. 

4. Iam sorry I cannot converse with you 
on these topics as I could wish. The truth is, 
I have been so disgusted with the conduct of 
many who profess to be converted, that my 
views of the importance of the thing have been 
materially altered, and [ think that a good life 
is the best title to the kingdom of Heaven. 

E. Believe me, dear Albert, I am not insen- 
sible to the improper conduct of many who 
assume a profession of religion, whore unlioly 
lives, and unsanctified, unsubdued tempers, are 
altogether disgraceful, and opposite to the gos- 
pel which they pretend to love: but their con- 
duct and example does not lessen the necessity 
of real religion. If they are converted, it is not 
from sin to holiness, but from one dogma to an- 
other. The change in them is not a change of 
heart, but a change of sect. 

A. Of I grant this, you wil! admit the furce 
of my observation as to a good life. 

E. A good life depends upon conversion 
arising from the existence of a principle of di- 
vine grace in the heart, and in this the true: 
Christian differs from the mere professor, for 
the conversion of the former arises from fuith, 
the conversion of the latter from funcy. A 
good life is the evidence of a real, spiritual 
change, but not our title to Heaven. Pardon 
of sin flows through the blood of Jesus, and to 
as many as receive Him, he gives power to he- 


rinth of worldly difficulties, and afford a cordial 
to your heart when depressed and cast down hy 
afilictions. “'Thrice happy are the people that 
are in such a case, yea, blessed are the people 
whose God is the Lerd.” 

4. My dear friend, I thank you for the con- 
cern you take in my happiness. I acknowledge 
that I have thoughé but little on these important 
themes, although I have heard much in private 
and in public. Associating with those who love 
this world has considerably blunted my feelings 
in regard to religion; you have not, however, 
deserted me. 

E. No, Albert, convinced of the value ond 
necessity of divine grace, I am determined not 
to cease to pray for you, and to converse wit!) 
you. Be assured, that the experience of the 
love of God in the heart, and a participation of 
the blessings of redemption, are essentially re- 
quisite to forin a ha»py New Year. 

A. Lhope your advice will not be forgotten 
nor disregarded by me. When we next meet, 
we must renew the subject. 

E. Agreed. May every blessing attend you. 
Farewell. 


JANUARY. 


This month (Januarius) is so called from Ja- 
nus, the most ancient of the heathen deities, at 
least in Italy. His images were made with 
two faces, one looking bactward, the other Sor- 
ward, to denote both a retrospect and a pros- 
pect, with a staff of white thorn in one hand, 
anda key inthe other. Let this month teach 
us to look back on the past year, and review the 
mercies we have received from God, the dan- 
gers we have escaped, and the difficulties 
through which we have been brought. Let it 
teach the careless sinner to wonder at the for- 


in his awful career of transgression, and let it 
lead the Christian to praise the hand divine that 








gome the sons of God.” John. i. 12. 


has brought him thus far. And let us look for- 
ward, depending on that grace which has hith- 


hearance of God, that he has not been cut off 
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erto protected and blessed us, endeavoring to 
promote the glory of God, and walking circum- 
spectly, redeeming the time, remembering that 
when days, and months, and years are no more 
to us, we have a rest in heaven. 

And let the sinner look forward too, and be 
wise while his lamp of life is burning, lest while 
he is inprepared it should be extinguished, and 
eternal darkness come upon him. 


A SWARM OF BEES. 


Be quiet. Be active. Be patient. Be hum- 
ble. prayerful. Be watchful. Be hopeful. 
Be loving. Be gentle. Be merciful. Be gra- 


cious. Be just. Be upright. Be kind. Be 
simple. Be diligert. Be circumspect. Be 
meek. Be lowly. Be long-suffering. Be not 
faithless, but believing, and the grace of God 
he with you. 


YOUTHFUL RELIGION. 


Flow shali the young from vice refrain, 

V.ink’d in with pleasure’s madd’ ning train, 
And lur’d by every wile! 

Whose bosom, like the peaceful deep, 

When whispering breezes scarcely sweep, 
Will dimple with a smile. 


But once the tide of vice set in, 
As wave on wave, sin crowds on sin, 
In one tumultuous chase, 
Till to the skies the angry flood 
Rolls its defiance at its God, 
And he withholds his grace. 


But where religion sways the soul, 
Nor sin's impetuous billows roll, 
Nor tempests lash the deep, 
Life’s peaceful current gently flows, 
A holy calm, a blest repose, 
Soft as an infant’s sleep. 


Though sorrow swells the dreary gale, 

And darkness o'er the soul prevail, 
And clouds, and woes, and fears : 

Yet with the morning, light returns, 

And joy succeeds, and rapture burns, 
And woe dissolves in tears. 


Thus sweetly on his moments glide, 
Whom heaven, from lawless passion’s tide 
And headlong vice, sets free ; 
Mildly the Sun of Righteousness 
Beams on his parting soul, to bless 
Its bright eternity. 





SHOOTING MATCHES.  ~— 


Shooting matches, viewed in their best light, 
are a just theme for reprobation. In the first 
eg the sport is cruel, and therefore it cannot 
»@ justified. Any amusement which causes 
pain to any part of the animal creation, is so far 
wrong—for although the brute species are given 
to man for subsistence, their lives are by no 
means to be made the subject of wanton sport. 
But the evil effects of these shooting matches 
upon the morals of community are incalculable 
Every autumn is closed with these brutalizing 
sports. The young men, and even some of the 
old ones, abandon the useful and necessary la- 
bors of the field and workshop, and cengregate 
by hundreds to shoot at a miserable victim of a 
turkey cowardly tied to a stake, or to look on 
and witness the sport. Many of these are poor 
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out their earnings in powder and ball, and 
spirituous liquors which are drunk on the occa- 
sion, while their creditors are defrauded of their 
just dues, and their families are suffi ring at home 
for the mere necessaries of life. And then the 
scenes of drunkenness and quarrelling, which 
so frequently attend on these occasions, are an 
outrage on decency, and a blot upon humanity. 
And all this that some petty dealer in grog may 
bring together crowds of people who will fill bis 
coffers by emptying his bottles, or that some mi- 
serly farmer. who has raised a brood or two of 
turkeys, may make more money out of them 
than the lionest market price. The above is no 
exaggerated picture of shooting matches in their 
best estate. But if we add to it the danger to 
human life, and the many fatal accidents that 
actually occur, the picture is sufficiently appall- 
ing to deter every man of decency and good 
feelings from engaging in such sport.— Berkshire 
American. 





—_——— 


~ RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
~~ NEW-HAVEN, Jasvany 10, 1829. 


RETROSPECT OF 1828. 


In reviewing those events of the past year which 
are connected with the progress of Christ’s kingdom, 
our attention is naturally turned frsi to the state and 
progress of religion in our country. And though no 
one prominent event bas occurred to make the year 
an era in the history of the American churches, there 
is much that claims our notice, and ouglit to awaken 
gratitude and hope. 

1. Serious and systematic efforts have been made 
to resist the progress of vice. Intemperance has 
received a check—such as it never received before 
since it first commenced its ravages in our land. The 
cause of intemperance, the source from which the 
desolating flood of crime and misery has so long been 
flowing, has been clearly ascertained, and laid open. 
It is now acknowledged, generally if not universal- 
ly, that all the drunkenness which brings infamy and 
shame upon so many families; which fills our pris- 
ons with convicts, our alms-houses with paupers, 
and our streets with reeling, bloated, loathsome vic- 
tims of disease, is simply the inevitable result of the 
customary use of ardent spirits, and that therefore 
till the custom of moderate drinking shall be abolish- 
ed, the prevalence of immoderate drinking will con- 
tinue to be our national sin and our national shame. 
It has been made manifest, that when the temperate, 
the respectable, the Christian part of the community, 
shall cease to countenance 2nd uphold this custom, 
the custom will speedily sink down to the level of the 


abandoned and shameless. In consequence of what 


has been done te inculcate these facts and principles, 
thousands of our citizens have entire!y abandoned the 
use of al! distilled spirituous liquors, and have thus 
given their solemn testimony against the vice of 
drunkenness and all its causes. Some manufactu- 
rers of intoxicating liquors, and many yenders, 
wholesale and retail, have abandoned a_ business 


which thrives only by vice and misery. Lotlervs, 





men, day laborers or meclianics, who wil. lay! 


the licensed cambling matches, which under the pre- 
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fence of bestowing something on some objects of 
public importance, have so long been tempting and 
cheating the young, the ignorant, the thoughtless, are 
beginning to be well understood, and in several of 
our States are already in the way to be finally abol- 
ished. The violation of the Sabbath has been resist- 
ed with new energy, and with a greater extent of 
combination than has ever been known before. How 
far this effort to sustain the sanctity of that which is 
perhaps the most important institution of religion, 
will be successful, is yet undecided. Wo for our 
country if it fail The enemies of God have been 
roused by this effort to unusual rage; and they are 
now beginning to come out and bray against the 
heavens, as if, by an instinctive sympathy with him 
who leads the powers of darkness, they felt that some 
desperate crisis is at hand. 

2. Revivals of religion have been no less frequent 
than in former years. Our own city has been bless- 
ed. More than one hundred and fifty souls have been 
added to our churches here. In several parts of this 
State the year has been signalized by the progress 
and triumph of the trutb. From the western and 
south-western States cheering intelligence has come 
toourears. The city of Cincinnati, in particular has 
been the scene of wonderful operations of Divine 
mercy. Inthe State of Kentucky, 25,000, we are 
told, bave been added to the churches of various 
evangelical denominations. And though the cautious 
may be disposed to question the wisdom of sume pro- 
ceedings in those southern revivals, none can doubt 
that they are iudeed revivals of true religion, or that 
they will result in a substantial and permanent ad- 
vancement of the kingdom of God. 

3. The benevolent efforts of our country are still 
becoming more vigorous and systematic. The dmer- 
ican Bible Society with its six hundred auxiliaries, is 
carrying on its roble operation with increasing ener- 
gy. During the year included in its last Report, its 
income had exceeded by more than $10,000, the in- 
come of the preceding year; and its expenditures, 
exceeding its income by 87000, had amounted to 
$83,000. In regard to one-half of the population of 
the United States, systematic measures have been 
commenced to supply every family with a complete 
copy of the Holy Scriptures. The American Tract 
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that by and by they will overtake the necessities of 
our population, though it increases at the rate of a 
congregation every day. The American Education 
Society keeps up with the progress of the times, and 
has now in a course of training at the different co}. 
leges and theological seminaries, not less than three 
hundred beneficiaries. Our Theological Seminaries, 
instead of checking each others growth or usefulness, 
while they increase in numbers, are each increasing 
in prosperity and in the promise of extensive good. 
The great cause of Foreign Missions is exciting in al] 
the evangelical churches of our country a deeper in- 
terest, and is bringing them nearer and nearer to the 
mark of primitive zeal and deyotedness. The Amer- 
ican Board has received during the last twelve monthis 
—according to the monthly acknowledgments in the 
Missionary Herald—a little more than $108,000; of 
which, (it may be worth while to state the fact) up- 
wards of $19,000, comsiderably more than a sixth 
part, was in donations and legacies within the State of 
Connecticnt. Probably all the contributions to the 
above mentioned departments of domestic and foreign 
Christian enterprise within the year, may be estima. 
ted at no less—perhaps at much more—than $340,- 
000. Twenty years ago, who would have predicted 
such a revenue to the cause of benevolence? Shall 
we not thank God and take courage ? 

If we turn next to the foreign intelligence of the 
past year, the missions of the American Board, in 
which we and our readers have a personal interest, 
first demand our notice. From Bombay we learn 
that the hands of the missionaries there have been 
strengthened, and their despending spirits cheered by 
the happy arrival of new fellow-laborers; and that 
they still are pursuing their work, boping to reap in 
due time if they faint not. From Ceylon, we have 
heard of continued and encouraging success, and that 
at the end of twelve years from the commencement 
of the mission, they numbered as living members of 
their church in good standing, one hundred convert- 
ed natives. From the mission to Weslern Asia, the 
intelligence has been various. The books and tracts 
from the press at Malta, find ready access to thou- 
sands; while in Syria the truth has produced excite- 
ment, and on the part of the corrupt priesthood a 
spirit of bitter persecution against the followers of the 








Sociely, already priuting five millions of — 
Tracts annually, is fast extending the sphere of its | 
operations ; and has just commenced the enterprise 
of establishing Auxiliaries and Depositories, and send- 
ing its publications through the inmense country west 
of the Alleghanies,—a region which its influence 
heretofore has scarcely reached. The .?merican Sun- 
day School Union having doubled the extent of its op- 
erations in each of the four years since its organi- 
zation, is now making a great efiort—and there is ev 
ery reason to hope, a successful effort—to provide the 
means of meeting the wants of the thousands and 
tens of thousands, to whose salvation it aims to min- 
ister. The Home Missionary Society, and other insti- 
tutions for Domestic missions, are by no means re- 
laxing their efforts, but are evidently going on from 
strength to strength, and are giying no faint promise 








Bible. Temporary disturbances have broken up the 
station at Beyroot for the present. GripLey, a man 
of noble spirit, well worthy to sleep by the grave of 


a 


Martyn, has entered ‘“‘ through much tribulation,” 
into the kingdom of God. Mr Temple and Mr. Brew- 
er, are now in this country; the latter, having well 
explored the situation and the prospects of Greece, 
will be able, we trust, to rouse his countrymen to au 
earnest and instant effort in behalf of that so interes- 
ting field of evangelical effort. From the Sandwich 
Islands we hear, that notwithstanding the shameless 
and violent opposition which the missionaries encoun- 
ter from some of the foreign residents and visiters at 
the islands, they are still enjoying the perfect confi- 
dence of the natives, and their labors are attended 
with peculiar success. Some individuals of the rein- 
forcement which has arrived there within the yea 
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are destined to make a new establishment upon the 
North West Coast of this continent. Among our own 
Aborigines, few events have taken place more memo- 
rable than the commencement of a weekly newspa- 
per in an Indian language, with an Indian editor, 
published at the chief town of an Indian tribe, and 
printed ma peculiar syllabic character, invented by 
an Indian—untaught and unassisted. 

2. After our Foreign missions—perhaps we should 
say, at the head of them—our Colony in Africa de- 
serves attertion. Peculiar events within the year, 
some of them mournful, and others highly auspicious, 
have excited in the minds of thousands a new and 
lively interest. The death of the excellent and gifted 
Asumun, by which the Colony was bereaved of him 
who had been its founder, its legislator, its defender, 
its father; the immediate appointment of a well- 
qualified successor, who has probably tre this com- 
menced his labors; the successful establishment in 
Liberia, of five Swiss missienaries, who propose to 
make the Colony a radiant point for the benighted 
tribes around it; the emancipation of an unfortunate 
Moorish prince, whose brothers and other near rel- 
etives are now swaying the vast and populous em- 
pires of inland Africa; his visit to our northern ci- 
ties soliciting from humanity and Christian charity 
the means of buying the liberty of his children; 
his romantic story told with so much pathos and 
power by a distinguished philanthropist to so many 
crowded assemblies; and finally, his return, after 
forty years of servitude, with the Bible in his hand 
and the spirit of the gospel in his heart, to the con- 
tinent where he was once a high-born warrior, and 
where his ancestors have reigned on thrones of ivo- 
ry and gold ,—such events as these have made the 
year an era in the history of our rising Colony. 

3. The missions of ofher religious denominations 
ought not to be overlooked. Our Baptist brethren 
in Burmah, after their peculiar afflictions, have a- 
gain begun their work under favorable auspices.— 
The first missionary from the American Episcopal 
church to a foreign land, is now on his voyage to 
Greece. The Baptists, the Methodists, and the Cumb. 
erland Presbyterians, have missionary establishments 
among the native tribes of our own continent. 

4. There is much in Great Britain over which the 
Christian, waiting for the triumph of the church, may 
well rejuice and give thanks. The repeal, by Parlia- 
ment, of the Corporation and Test Acts, is a step for- 
ward in the march of religious liberty which will 
make the year memorable in the Christian history of 
the British empire. The London University, just 
opened on the largest scale, has completely and for- 
ever abolished the monopoly of literary advantages 
which the established church has so long attempted 
to secure for itself. The religious aspect of that 
country is highly encouraging ; much inquiry is made 
respecting the revivals of religion with which the 
American churches have been so specially favored. 
In Ireland a Reformation hes begun; and the pure 
truth of God is making glorious progress—as in the 
days of Luther and Calvin on the neighboring conti- 
acut—againet ihe corruptions of Papacy. The Brit- 
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ish and Foreign Bible Sociely having recovered from 
the effects of the disastrous ‘‘ Apocryphal contro- 
versy,”’ is holding on its way, and has its agents iu 
every quarter of the globe, laboring to advance the 
distribation of the word of life in every language. 
The Chureh Missionary Society, conducted by the 
evangelical portion of the established church; the 
London Missionary Sociely, supported and managed 
chiefly by congregational dissenters ; the Baptist Miss. 
ionary Society, described by its name; the Wesleyan 
Methodists, and the Society of the Moravian brethren ; 
are sending out streams of heavenly light to allthe be- 
nighted nations. “ Their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.” In India, particularly, they are fast work- 
ing the downfall of the blood-iest and basest idolatry 
that ever trinmphed over human nature. 

5. On the Continent of Europe the cause of evan- 
gelical truth and piety is hopefully advancing. In 
Russia, the prospects of the Bible Society, so depress- 
ed during the closing years of the life of Alexander, 
are beginning to revive under the reign of the new 
Emperor. In France, we are assured on the authori- 
ty of an eye-witness, “‘a revival of true religion is 
rapidly proceeding.”’ The protestant pastors are be- 
ginning to have ‘ private meetings for prayer and mu- 
tual spiritual conversation.’ ‘The Bible Society at 
Paris is beginning to be surrounded by those religious 
and other benevolent efforts which attend it in other 
countries: it begins to be the centre of charitable 
activity: there is scarcely a design for the good of 
mankind which is not taking root at Paris, and 
spreading through the Departments.” ‘ The num- 
ber of actual conversions among individuals, and the 
spirit of humility and devotion which pervades their 
religious meetings, are pledges of the divine grace 


and blessing.’’* The fact that the marriage of the 
Catholic clergy of that country has been legalized, is 
important; for the amazing power of the Romish 
priesthood depends in a great measure on its forced 
celibacy. In Germany the tide of scepticism is rap 
idly ebbing; and the truth is again inculcated in its 
simplicity, and with its wonted success, in the land of 
Luther and Melancthon. The same thing is true of 
Protestant Swilzerland. The Basle Missionary Soci- 
ety, which unites the evangelical efforts of these two 
countries, is doing much by its indirect, reacting in- 
fluence for the revival of the gospel in all those 
churches. In Poland and elsewhere the spirit of 
inquiry is waking up among the Jews, and remindiog 
us of the pronise that the natural branches shall yet 
again be ingrafted on the olive tree. Greece too— 
aMlicted, dying Greece—is beginning to rise; the 
yoke of Mohammedan oppression, which she has 
worn so long, is broken for ever; peace is beginning 
to shine upon her desolated shores ; and now is begin- 
ning the work of reformation— how or where to end 
we know not; now is the time for effort, instant and 
energetic. 

We know not how to conclude this summary view, 
better than in the beautiful language of a beloved 


* Rev. Daniel Wilson’s speech at the anniversary of the 
B. and F. Bible Society. 
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and lamcuied man of God: “ It is indeed a heavenly 
vision. Does it not seem like the sunrise of that day 
of glory, when the mysterious blessing of the gospel 
shall have reached the most distant and desolate pla- 
ces of human abode;—when the world, revived. 
emancipated, shal! be dressed in the order and beauty 
of a new creation, because her curse is removed—her 
sufferings are past—her blood is washed away! Is 
not the hour at hand, when the arch of Gon’'s re- 
deeming covenant shall encircle the bright heavens, 
and all nations rejoice benes th it!" 

Who that lives in such times as ours, can be inact- 
ive? Who can be indifferent ? 





* Whelpley’s Sermon for the United Foreign Mission- 
ary Society. 
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ss hewivals of Lieligion. 
REVIVAL QUESTION. 


In our last number we published an interesting 
essay from an English Magazine on the subject of 
American Revivals. The following letter on the 
same subject from Dr. Griffin, President of Williams 
College, will be read with interest. 
to Rev. Dr. Sprague, of West Springfield, and by 
him communicated to the New-York Observer. 


Wirtiams Cotrecr, Nov. 14, 1828. 


Reverend and Dear Sir,—Your favor of Aug. 
16th, would not have lain so long unanswered, 
but for a series of most pressing calls. 

Your friends inquire whether the difference 
between England and America in regard to the 
mode of the Spirit’s operations, can be referred 





It was addressed 


to a difference of national character, or can in 


any way be aecounted for. If by national char- 
acter is meant every thing by which one nation 
differs from others in their views, feelings, and 
manners, the fact must be ascribed to national 
character, except so far as it is to be referred to 
inscrutable sovereignty. Doubtless the Spirit 
acts so much in a line with nature, that nation- 
al character has vast influence; and to show 
all the rensons of the difference would be to 
show all the circumstances which contribute to 
render one nation unlike another. But this 
would be as impossible as to explain all the 
causes of the wind’s blowing in such a direc- 
tion and shifting about continually. In both 
cases some general reasons ean be assigned, 
but innumerable details escape our researc). 
We must doubtless aseribe the difference in 
part to sovereignty, more or less inserutable,— 
partly perhaps to the method of God's covenant- 
ed merey,—and so fer as means are concerned, 
to the manner in which they are shaped by the 
circumstances which influence or constitute na- 
tional character. Without pretending to ex- 
haust the subject, I will offer the following ren- 
sons for the blessings which have visited our 
country, leaving it to our brethren on the other 
si le of the water to determine how far they are 
distinctive. 

1. Thesovereignty of God. This land, which 
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lous times before the millennium, and as a place 
where the chureh might take her more glorious 
form, and grow up into millennial beauty and 
splendor. 

2. Some things have occurred in the history 
of this country which favor such a destiny. 
The United States were not doomed to grow 
up from barbarism, bringing up with them the 
marks and clogs of a more barbarous state. 
They began in an enlightened age, and in pos- 
session of all the knowledge and institutions of 
the most enlightened nation on earth. The cir- 
cumstances of their settlement, and still more 
of the revolution, Swept away a thousand au- 
thorities and prejudices connected with long 
established forms, and left them to take that 
shape which the unfettered reason of an en- 
lightened age approved. This advantage soon 
discovered itself in their civil institutions, in 
their systems of education, and no where more 
than in their religion. 

3. No country was ever settled by such a 
colony as peopled New-England. They were 
among the best part of the best nation on,the 
face of the globe, and in its best age: “Thuy 
broke away from every thing dear on earth for 
the sake of their religion; they came with un- 
conquerable attachment to civil and religious 
liberty, and bronght a mass of science compe- 
tent to found those literary institutions which 
have covered New-England with light,—which 
have excluded ignorance, and left scarcely a 
man unable to read his Bible. Their churches, 
their Sabbaths, their laws, their rulers, their 
colleges, their schools, all were subservient to 
religion. And they entailed a blessing on their 
|posterity which proved that they transacted 
with a covenant Ged. Their descendants have 
been distinguished from all the other inhabit- 
|ants of the United States. A part of New-Jer- 
sey was settled by the descendants of the pil- 
lgrimis, Where they have remained in a great 
i'mearsure unmixed; and I have seen the Spirit 
of God repeatedly pass throngh their towns, 
and stop near the boundary which divided them 
from another race. There are families in New- 
|} England in which an unbroken snecession of 
pious generations can be traced from the first 
settlement of the country to the present time. 

4. There are circumstances in our history 
which have given a general bias in favor of 
revivals. In addition the fact that New-Eng- 
land was born in a revival, (as it was a revival 
of religion which separated the pilgrims from 

















j their country and brought them hither,) a strong 
j impression was made in favor of revivals by the 


embalmed name of Whitefield and the great 


work of grace through the land in hisday. The 
influence of President Edwards and Doctor 


Bellamy in New-England, of Presidents Davies 
and Finley and the Tennents in the Presbyte- 
rian Church, and of the converts of that day, 
some of whom lived to a good old age, and had 
great weight of character, (as the Rev. Dr. John 
Rogers, of New-York,—the influence of these 
men, with their writings, and the writings of 





was discovered by the light of the Reformation, 
{in other words, by that agony of the public 
mind which a few years after produced the 
Reformation,) scems to have been reserved for 
the asylum of the eppressed during the troub- 


their disciples, (as Hopkins and West and 
Dwight in New-England, and Dr. Green and 
others of the Presbyterian Church,) bdve bro’t 
almost the whole country to look on the revi- 
rals of that day as the work of God, and on 
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revivals in general with veneration and desire. 
‘This opinion once settled, it is natural for Chris- 
tians to hope and pray and strive for those spe- 
cial movements which are called by this name. 
And such is the coincidence between natural 
and supernatural operations, that these efforts 
are likely to succeed. 

>. The bolduess aud energy of New-England, 
formed in a life of exercise, and under an invig- 
orating sky,—formed amidst the roughness of 
our forests, and uider the impulses of unbound- 
ed liberty, the plainness of our republican man- 
ners, and the matter-of-fact character of our 
meutal operations and of our style; the unpar- 
alleled diffusion of knowledge, under which the 
young grow up with strong common sense, and 
demand to be fed with truth instead of sound ; 
all these causes operate to produce great pluin- 
ness and directness in the public preaching, and 
to confine it to a naked, pointed, condensed ex- 
hibition of truth,—of the whole truth without 
abatement or disyuise,—even of those parts 
which in some places would be considered 
sroug meat. Thus “the sword of the Spivit,” 
naked and glittering. is brandished before ail ; 
and it is not likely to be brandished in vain. 

§. But the most powerful means is yet to be 
mentioned. It is found in the distinet appre- 
hensions which prevail in New-England about 
the instantaneousvess of regeneration, the sin- 
fulness of every moral exercise up to that mo- 
ment, and the duty of immediate submission. 
Such a view of things leads the preacher to di- 
vide his audience into two classes, and to run a 
strong and affecting line of demarcation be- 
tween them. When one feels that the moral, 
sober, prayerful, unregenerated part of his au- 
dience are doing pretty well, and can afford to 
wait a little longer betore they submit, he will 
not be so pressing, nor fail with such a tremen- 
dous weight upon their conscience. When he 
feels that they cannot do much more than they 
do, but must wait God’s time, he will not annoy 
and weary them, and make them sick of wait- 
ing, and compel them to come in. But when 
one enters the pulpit under a solemn sense that 
every unregenerate man before him, however 
awakened, is an enemy to God, is resisting with 
all his heart, and will continue to resist until he 
submits,—that he must be born again before he 
is any better than an enemy, or has maide any 
approaches towards holiness ;—when one looks 
around upon the unregenerated part of his au- 
dience and sees that they are under indispensa- 
ble obligations to yield at once,—that they have 
no manner of excuse for delaying,—that they 
deserve eternal reprobation for postpoving an 
hour ;—when one feels from the bottom of his 
heart that there is nothing short of regenera- 
tion that can answer any purpose, and that he 
cannot leave his dear charge to be turned from 
evemies of God to friends ten years hence,— 
but must see it now; oh how he will pray and 
preach. He will give God no rest, and he will 
give sinners no rest; and he will bring down 
their immediate, pressing, boundless obligations 
upon them with the weight of a world. Under 
such preaching sinners must either turn to God 
or be miserable. There is no chance for them 
to remain at ease this side of infidelity itself. 
sut the doctrine of progressive regencration 








| Sabbath School. 
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must be attended with more sileut and gradual 
effects. 

Some of these reasons apply with peculiar 
emphasis to New-England ; but the sentiments 
of New-England are scattered far and wide 
through the country, and her influence, in every 
thing relating to religion and science, is fele to 
the land’s end. 

I rejoice to hear that some of the best and 
most enlightened men in England are solemnly 
inquiring into the cause why that land of our 
fathers’ sepulchres,—that glory of the Eastern 
world,—is not visited with stronger manifesta- 
tions of divine power. Itis a token for good ; 
and I hope and pray that the time may not be 
far distant when that beloved country shall be 
drenched in the heavenly tlood, and become the 
point of strong radiations to enlighten and re- 
generate three quarters of the globe. 

fam, my Dear Sir, with most perfect confi- 
dence and esteem, affectionately yours, 

E. D. Guirrin. 
SPENCER, N.Y. 

It will be cheering to the children of God ta 
learn, that the town of Spencer, in Tioga coun- 
ty, is now enjoying a “time of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord.” Early in the spring 
considerable eflort was made to bring a system 
of Bible instruction to bear on the children and 
youth of the town, and the effort was suc- 
cessful. Most of the rising generation were 
broughtinto that nursery of the church, the 
In this work of love the Bap- 
tist and Presbyterian societies were happily 
united, and their “ prayers were not hindered.” 
\ deep solemnity began to pervade the schools, 
This deepened and extended until about the 
first of October, when the hearts of Christians 
were made to rejoice at the songs of new-born 
souls. At the first of November this work of 
divine grace had assumed a general character 
in the Sabbath Scliools, and was extended to 
other parts of the society. 

This intelligence will be particularly interest- 
ing from the fact that most of the towns in this 
section of the country have never enjoyed such 
a blessing us a revival of religion. A Sabbath 
School missionary labored in this part of the 
country fortwo mouths. The result of this ef- 
fort was an accession of thirteen hundred chil- 
dren to their schools. Multitudes of these had 
never before enjoyed the benefits of Bible in- 
struction. Who can calculate the happy influ- 
ence which is thus exerted upon the dearest in- 
terests of society and the world !—W. S. S. Vis. 


NEW-ALBANY, INDIANA. 


A letter from Rev. A. S. Wells, of that place, 
(recently from the Auburn Seminary,) mentions 
the continuance and progress of a precious 
work of grace, which commenced a few weeks 
after his arrival. He went out, it will be ree- 
ollected, under charge of the A. H. M. Society. 
He will probably settle at New-Albany, the 
people of that place having raised about $400 
towards his support.— Mest. Rec. 





The Missionary Society of North Carolina met at 
Raleigh Nov. 7th; they divided the State into two 
Districts 
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FASHION AND FOLLY. 


It may be doubted by some, whether the following 
article which we copy from the Visitor and Telegraph, 
will come with propriety under the motto of our paper. 
It may be thought somewhat extravagant, but we see 
daily the evidence of its reality; and the closing re- 
marks of the writer will warrant us in presenting the 
mirror to our readers.—and 


“ Whether the Charmer, sinner it or saint it, 
“ If folly grows romantic, | must paint it.’’— Pope. 


Mr. Converse,—I have a strange thing to tell 
you—Not that it is in itself uncommon ; for if 
you will look out at your window on any warm 
sunny day, you will see things of the like kind; 
but that 1 cannot perceive its connexion with, or 
relation to a certain principle, as you shall hear. 
First as to the thing itsclf, and then as to the 
principle if you please. I was lately at ——, 
where 1] saw a lady, , well, what if you did 
see a lady, say you? Patience!!—I saw a lady, 
whose bonnet was of such vast didimensions (I 
speak relatively) as would certainly have raised 
the presumption in the miud ofone less accustom- 
ed to behold the contortions of fashion, that her 
head was either too soft, to bear the least degree 
of pressure, or else that it was hugely deform- 
ed and out of proportion. The circumference 
of the brim was abont four feet, and notwith- 
standing its ample width was so perpendicular- 
ly set to the crown, as entirely to defeat the pur- 
poses of comfort in shading the face of modesty, 
which doubtless first suggested the idaa of a 
brim to a bonnet four feet in cireumference.— 
Then there were three large black plumes; for 
what useful purpose, | know not, for instead of 
supplying the defect in the brim they were ac- 
tually placed behind it, and besides this, all 
arouud the crown, kept at a distance to be sure, 
by half a dozen triangular pieces, made as stiff 
as buckfam, to and out like the wings of a 
butterfly, with the requsite number of holes 
through them, was ected arope made of silk 
as thick as your thumb—you need not look at 
your thumb—it was fully as large and in the 
shape of a still worm, all of which awakened 
such an association of ideas in my mund, about 
flightiness, levity, intemperance and the like, 
that ! could not help concluding that fashion is 
an intoxicating thing. Well then, to cap the 
climax of absurdity, this rare bonnet was black, 
and as if to relieve the gravity of its color, it 
was trimmed off with bright yellow bows so 
large as to require the aid of wire stiffeners to 
keep their ample loops extended, and moreover 
all the edges were inlaid with a streak of the 
same material, producing much the same effect 
by the contrast as is witnessed between the teeth 
and the skin in the broad grin of a sable Afri- 
can. Now sirto be serious. The strangeness 
of the story consists in this, that the wearer of 
this shapeless “scarecrow” professes to be gov- 
erned by Christian principles. Yes, this lady is 
a professor of the Religion of the Lord Jesus 





Christ, and I charitably hope is a posyessor also, 
but in the same spirit, I would fear that she oft- 
ener beholds what manner of person she is ina 
Looking Glass, than in the word of God. I 
would recommend to her to doff her bonnet, 
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INFANT SCHOOLS. 


Boston, Dec. 23, 1828. 


From a correspondent of the New-York Journal of 
Commerce. 


On Monday evening, Dec. 22d, William Rus. 
sell, Esq., editor of the Journal of Education, 
delivered an address on the subject of Infant 
Schools, to a large and deeply interested audi- 
encc in Dr. Channing’s church, Fedral street. 
He remarked, that infant schools are of recent 
origin. They were best defined, by saying they 
were large purserries, in which children at an 
early age might be employed, delighted and 
amused. Aniuiant school is an assemblage of 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty chil- 
dren, whose ages vary from eighteen months to 
six years. A spacious and airy room, a pleas- 
ant play ground, various kinds of apparatus, ac- 
commodations for eating the mid-day meal, the 
care, solicitude, and more than the attention 
that a mother is able to bestow, form the pleas- 
ures and conveniences of the infant school. 
It is an object in these schools, to delight’, the 
mind with new and pleasing objects. A few 
simple elements of arithmetic, botany, miner- 
alogy, &c. exhibited to the mind in pleasing 
modes, in pictures, flowers, or the sensible ob- 
jects around them, are communicated almost 
incidentally to the little cheeful pupils. The 
infant school has one peculiar feature to dis- 
tinguish it—the moral influence which it estab- 
lishes over infantile minds. Intercourse is free 
and as delightful as it is unrestrained ; the chil- 
dren are made the agents of their own improve- 
ments ; numbers make the school interesting. 
The moral instruction is given in language most 
tender and in a manner most sweet: conversa- 
tion on pleasing subjects elicits thought and 
attention, and gives delight tothe scholars. In 
other words, the infant school is a little society 
for the prevention of vice. The teacher, for 
the most powerful moral effects depends on the 
sympathy operating from her example. Would 
= te induce benevolent, kindly feelings, her man- 
ner and words are kind. The rewards are 
books and language of approbation; and the 
offender who begins to discover insubordination 
and bad temper, is immediately led into a little, 
happy, united circle, where joy and content- 
ment dissipate in a few moments, the unruly 
passions that have possessed his bosom. 

The system on which infant schools are found- 
ed and to which they owe their success, is that 
of the great Pestalozzi. The teacher is sup- 
posed to put nothing into the mind---he only 
elicits what is already there, an immortal ener- 
gy of unknown resources and vigor. The sys- 
temof infant schools is but a transcript from 
Pestalozzi’s mind. ‘They were introduced into 
London about ten years since. It was under a 
domestic roof that infants were gathered to be 
taught; and so unknown to fame was the hum- 
ble individual who introduced imto the happy 
homes of England a system destined to bless 
the world, that it is left to a coincidence of cir- 
cumstances to gather the doubtful fact that his 
name is Wilson. But whoever he may be, how 
delightful must be his emotions to see the bles- 





and read the third chapter of second Peter, 
with the marginal references. 
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sings of his adopted system spreading througl 
England and other lands. Infant schools have 
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received the patronage of the most enlightened 
men in England, and are now established in 
every considerable town in the United King- 
dom. A large, etlicient society has been estab- 
lished for the formation and promotion of these 
schools, of which Mr. Wilderspin is the success- 
ful agent. 

The great question whether such schools are 
necessary in the United States, has now been 
settled in the affirmative. Although many in- 
telligent people feared they would interfere 
with family government, or weaken parental 
and: social obligation, all such objections, have 
fled before the light of experience. In many 
cities and large towns in our country, there are 
aclass of people found in circumstances which 
call as loudly for the aid of infant schools as the 
state of society does in England—for these is 
emigrants from that country or the adjaceut isl- 
and. ‘Their wants here are precisely the same 
es in the country of their birth; and these 
schools have not only been found a stimulous to 
greater faithfulness and exertion on the part of 
the parents, but have also been productive of 
the most happy moral consequences. Intelli- 
gence has entered the poor man’s dwelling in 
the shape of hischild. He has been reproved 
for his wickedness by the same artless, natural 
arguments in favor of goodness, which his 
child has learned at the school. The mother too 
is reproved and amended by the tender thoughts 
and influence of her beloved child ; and with 
tears of joy and thankfulness, whole families 
feel the effects and bless the institution of in- 
fant schools. ‘The mother, obliged to labor for 
a subsistence, finds the school ready to take 
that part of her family off ber hands which she 
is most unable to take care of, and in thuse hours 
when her attention is with the greatest difficulty 
bestowed. 

The question whether it is proper to send 
children to school at an age earlier than that at 
which they are received in our primary schools, 
(four years) is answered by the question, are two 
years of rapid improvement of any value in 
the development of mind? In these two years 
the powers of mind and body may be advanced 
and turned to good account. Compare one 
who has enjoyed the advantages of an infant 
school, its delightful instructions and various 
improvements, with one who has been most 
stupidly confined to his eight inches of hard 
bench—who has thought it a sin to smile and 
an unpardonable offence to tell his thoughts ; 
and no other proof will be needed of the utility 
of infant schools. No parent has ever visited 
these schools without a lasting impression in 
their favor. 

The above is but a faint outline of Mr. Rus- 
sell’sexcellent speech. A large intelligent au- 
dience were gratified and profited by his re- 
marks. Mr. Russell has a pleasing, intellectual 
countenance—it is not an uncommon one in 
New England—modesty and wisdom united ; 
a sincere, open expression of countenance; an 
unaffected, scholarlike delivery ; not a move- 
mentof gesticulation; nota single attempt to 

shine ; but yet a few of those delicately turned 
passages that make the hearers feel that a cul- 
tivated mind has opened its treasures before 
them. I need say no more, Mr. Editor, as you 
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are a New England man, and know my mean- 
ing. V.H. 





Misstonanies.—We are requested to state, 
trom a highly respectable authority, that any 
statement, at any time, in relation to an inter- 
ference in “regard to the measures of Govern- 
ment,” by the Missionaries employed by the 
American Board of Foreign Missions, is incor- 
rect, and positively to declare that so far from 
any such interference, they have been especially 
guarded on that point.—.Vational Intel. 


A Striking Example—As the new mission- 
aries of the Sandwich Islands were walking out 
one day among the people, they saw a native 
with a bottle in his esd, and asked him wheth- 
er he drank rum. No, no, he said, “ it is tabu” 
—forbidden by the authority of the island. A 
little further onward they saw a low foreigner 
dead drunk. The islanders, it seems, though 
once a nation of drunkards, and still exposed 
to temptation, have thus set an example of ab- 
stinence, which might shame even the enlight- 
ened Christian country which supplies them 
with the means of instruction, and indirectly 
with the motives for reformation.— West. Rec. 





Good.—A resolution is before the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, abolishing Military Parades— 
having a Military Capitation Tax of $1—pro- 
viding for the education of officers—giving 
encouragement to volunteers—and appropria- 
ting $50,000, from the Military Tax, to defray 
expenses. 


———— 
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Obituary. 

DIED—In this city, on the 4th inst Capt. Thomas Pun- 
derson, in the 77th year of his age, leaving a widow and 
three children—the eldest of his sons Rev. J. Punderson 
of Huntington. His parents were respectable, avd par- 
ticularly distinguished for piety. Sevenof their children, 
who were living within a very few years, the youngest 
nearly 70, were all characterized by their “ walk with 
God” and active benevolence to mea. Two only now 
remain 

The deceased had been 48 years a professed follower 
of Christ, and uniformly sustained the Christian charac- 
ter, in the several relations of life. He wasthe decided, 
firm and active friend and supporter of all the institutions 
of christianity ; patroniz'd and read with uncommon ar- 
dor the religious periodical publications ef the day; be- 
came correctly acquaimted with, and entered with deep 
and lively interest into the spirit of the various charitable 
and benevolent enterprises of the age ; and seemed par- 
ticularly during the last years of life, to find his chief 
pleasure and delight in contemplating the progress of 
Christ’s kingdom. He had long lived under the settled 
conviction that his time was short, avd his death would 
probably be sudden; yet appeared at all times collected, 
calm and cheerful in view of the approaching scene. — 
The church and community, as well as numerous rela- 
tives and friends will cherish his memory with respect 
and affection, 

Oo the 7th inst. Mrs. Ralph Steel, formerly of Hart- 
ford. 

On the Ist inst. Mr. John Hempstead, aged 44. 

In Northford on the 23d ult. Mr. James Linsley, 
aged 65. He had been a professor of religion for a- 
bout thirty years, and died much lamented by a nu- 
merous family. 

At Litchfield, on the 28th ult. Deacon James Kel- 
logg, aged 74. 

{Deaths in this City, during the past year—48 under 5 
years, 6 from 5 to 10, 8 from 10 to 20, 12 from 20 to SU, 
10 from 30 to 40, 11 from 40 to 50, 8 from 50 to 60, 12 from 
60 to 70, 9 from 70 to 80, 4 from 80 to 99. In the Alms- 





House, 18.—Total, 146.] 
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From the Unitarian Advocate. 
IN TEMPERANCE. 


[By the author of “ Moral Pieces in Prose and Verse.”’ 





I saw ‘mid bowering shades a cottage home 
Where elegance with sweet simplicity 
Had blent her charms.—Around its graceful porch 
Twined the gay woodbine, while the velvet lawn 
Fresh roses sprinkled, and those snowy walls 
Seem'd through their leafy canopy to sinile 
A welcome to the guest.—My heart was light 
As toward this bower of biiss I drew, to greet 
A friend who in my careless boyhood shared 
Each healthful sport, each hour of studious toil, 
With kindred emulation.— And | thought 
After my wanderings in a foreign clime, 
How sweet to rest as he hath, pleasantly 
In such pure paradise, aud watch the bloom 
Of young affections —Near that open door 
Two cherub children gamboll'd —One display'd 
lu such strong miniature the manly charms 
Of my long-parted friend, that in my soul 
Woke the warm pulses of remember’d joy.— 
There was the same bold forehead, where disguise 
Might never lurk.—the same full hazel eye, 
Melting yet ardent.— 
On, with willing smile, 
He led his fairy sister, marmuring low 
In varied tones of dovelike tenderness. 
And, sometimes o’er her lily form would bend 
In infantine protection, with such grace, 
Thatin my arms | clasp’d him, and exclaim’d 
“* Show me thy father.” 
—QOn a couch he lay.— 
Who lay ?--1 dared wot call him friend !/—That wreck 
Of nature’s nobleness !—Had dire diseare, 
Or ruthless poverty thus changed a brow 
Where beaw'd bright fancy ,—iutellectual light, 
And soaring dignity of soul !—Ah no! 
For then I would have join’d my face to his 
And spoke of Heaven.—But Vice her hideous seal 
Had stamp’d upon those features, aud the miad, 
The ethereal mind debased.— 
She too was near, 
Who at God's altar gave her holiest vow, 
In all the trusting confidence of love, 
To this her chosen friend.—On her young cheek 
There was a cankering grief,—and the pale trace 
Of beauty’s rosebud nipp'd.— 
—Something I said, 
But faint and brokenly, of former days, 
When in the path of science aud of hope, 
We walk’d twin-hearted.—Then there came a peal 
Of vacant laughter from those bloated lips, 
And the swolen hand with trembling haste was 
stretch'd 
For friendship’s grasp. 
—’Twas but a transient rash 
Of generous feeling.----At the shoutiug voice 
Of his young children sporting near the bed 
His fiery eye-ball Mash’d,—and a hoarse threat 
Appall’d those innocent oves,—and that fair girl, 
From whom intemperance had reft the guide 
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Which nature gave, in terrer hid her face 
Deep io ber mother’s robe. 

—I would have cursed 
The poisonous bow!, but then in the meek eve 
Of her who loved him, shone such pleading tear 
Of sileat, deep endurance, that all thought 
Of steroness breathed itself away in sighs. 
1 went my way,—for how could I sustata 
Such change in one so loved '~-and as 1] went 
| mourned that widowhood and orphanage, 
Which hath nor hope nor pity.----Sad I roam’d 
Far down the violet broider’d vale, and when 
No eve beheld me, to the earth I bow’d 
My head, and said in anguish,--—*‘ Oh my God !- 
What is the beauty and the strength of man, 
His fairest promise, and his proudest powers 
Without thine aid ?----So keep us from the sins 
Which in us lurk, that we at last may rise 
Where is no hurtful impulse, erring choice, 
Or dark temptation working baleful deeds 
For penitence to purge,----but Virtue dwells 


The Rev. Prince Hawes was installed pastor of the 
first churcu and society in Woodbridge, Dec. 31.~— 
Mr. Bacon of New-Haven offered the introductory 
prayer; Mr. Hawes of Lyme preached the sermon, 
Mr. Stebbins of West-Haven offered the installing 
prayer; Mr. Pettingall of Salem gave the charge ; 
Mr. Mead of Middlebury expressed the fellowship of 
the churches; Mr. Merwin of New-Haven addressed 
the church and society ; and Mr. Train of Milford of- 
fered the concluding prayer. 


On Wednesday the 24th ult., the Rev. John Hun- 
ter, was ordained as Pastor of the Congregational 
Church and Society in Fairfield. 

Introductory prayer vy Rev. Mr. Haight; Sermon 
by Rev. Eliha W. Baldwin, of New-York ; Consecrat 
ing Prayer by Rev. Mr. Smith; Charge to the Pastor 
by the Rev. Mr. Hewitt, late Pastor of the sainc 
church ; Right hand of Fellowship by Rev. Mr. Hook- 
er; Concluding Prayer by Rev. Mr. Bonney. 

The Rev. Isaac Lewis late of Greenwich in this 
State, was installed Pastor of the Congregational So- 
ciety at Bristol, R. I, on the 12th ult. 
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DONATIONS. 


The amount of donations and collections acknow) 
edged by the Treasurer of the American Board, for 
the month ending December 15th, is 8,703 67: be- 
sides legacies, and donations in clothing. 
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Lellers received at the Office of the Religious Intelligen 
cer during the week ending Jan. 7th 1829. 

O. G. Wheeler; Iva F. Sheldon; Rev. Ebenezer 
Philips; H. Cowles ; Dr. Isaac J. Hough; Bassett & 
Doolittle; Rev. Rufus Pomeroy ; David Brooks ; 
Goodwin & Co.; Robert Bedney; Noah Cooley: 
Isaac Bosworth ; George Long. 
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